Cassils

BECOMING AN IMAGE

Duration: |t depends — until the artist feels compromised. Usually 20-25
min after load in is complete. Approx. 40 minutes total.

No break, no late entry

Languages: None

Accessibility: wheelchair-accessible, image-strong, trigger warning &
content notes (see next page!)

Unser Tipp: Hendrik Quast: Hairkunft DO 06.02. — SA 08.02.

Hendrik Quasts Haare haben ihn verlassen. Grade jetzt, wo er sich nach
einer prachtvollen Mahe sehnt, um im Kunstmilieu neue Rollen zu
spielen. Er unterzieht sich einer Haartransplantation — ein blutiger,
schmerzhafter, teurer und riskanter Prozess. Mit Elementen aus Stand-
up-Comedy, Musical, Body-Art und Crowdwork beleuchtet HAIRKUNFTdie
widersprichlichen Erfahrungen, die Quast auf seiner queeren und
schamvollen Reise gemacht hat, und setzt sich mit Klassismus und
Reprasentationspolitiken auseinander.



AUDIENCE NOTES:

This performance takes place entirely in the dark. No mobile phones are
permitted. You are required to turn off your phone prior to entering the
performance space.

You will be led into the performance space in small groups and arranged
by height. You may be separated from your party. We ask that you remain
standing where you are placed for the duration of the performance. If you
need access accommodations as an alternative to standing, you can make
that request to your usher.

This performance uses short bursts of intense flash lighting. The burst of
light will also give the physical sensation of heat to the body. Please note
that the performance contains nudity and instances of flashing lights
which may not be suitable for people with photosensitive epilepsy or other
light sensitivities.

There are no entrances or exits during the performance, unless there is an
emergency. Your ushers will describe the procedure for signaling help,
should an emergency arise. If you have to use the bathroom, we ask that
you do that prior to assembling for entrance.

It will take approximately 20 minutes to lead everyone into the space and
the performance takes about 20 minutes. If you are unable to tolerate
approximately 40 minutes of standing or being in the dark, we ask that
you do not enter the performance.

The usher that placed you in the dark will be standing within your
proximity throughout the performance, and can end the performance in
the event of a medical emergency.



ABOUT THE SHOW

Becoming an Image is a piece that works at the interstices of
performance, photography, and sculpture. This piece was originally
conceived as a site-specific work for the ONE Archives in Los Angeles, the
oldest active LGBTQ archive in the United States. Cassils unleashes an
attack on a 2000 pound clay block. Delivering a series of kicks and blows
in total darkness, the spectacle is illuminated only by the flash from a
photographer’s camera, which burns an image into the viewer’s retina.
Initially created to call out cis audiences for standing on the sidelines as
trans* bodies are weaponized and subject to violence, in the context of
Liminalaties and Transtronica at Kampnagel Cassils sees the role of the
flash as a transmission of resilient power bound in a Sisyphian struggle of
hope and rage. Becoming an Image furthers Cassils’ engagement with
questions of trans™ visibility: exploring abstraction as a tactic of refusal
from the enforced spectacularity of trans* bodies in a moment of
heightened violence.

ABOUT THE ARTIST

CASSILS (b. 1975, Canada) is a Guggenheim award winning visual and
performance artist who makes their transgender body the material and
protagonist of their performances. Cassils's art contemplates the history(s)
of LGBTQI+ violence, representation, struggle, survival and
empowerment. For Cassils, performance is a form of social sculpture:
Drawing from the idea that bodies are formed in relation to forces of
power and social expectations, Cassils’s work investigates historical
contexts to examine the present moment.

Cassils currently has a solo exhibition at SITE Santa Fe, NM. They have
recent exhibitions and performances at the Banff Center for Art and
Creativity, HOME Manchester, National Theater, Southbank Center,
Victoria Albert Museum, Barbican; UK, Perth, Institute for Contemporary
Arts; AU, Ronald Feldman Fine Arts, NYC and MU Eindhoven,
Netherlands.

They are the recipient of the National Creation Fund, a Fleck Residency
from the Banff Center for the Arts, a Princeton Lewis Artist Fellowship
finalist, a Villa Bellagio Rockefeller Foundation Fellowship, a United
States Artist Fellowship and a Creative Capital Award. Cassils is an
Associate Professor in Sculpture and Integrated Practices at PRATT
Institute.



CAST & CREDITS

Cassils - Artist, Performer
Manuel Vason - Photographer
Kris Grey — Producer
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