
 

 

 
House of Brownies 

JUST LOVE 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

MI 12. – 15.02. / 20:00 / k1 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Dauer: ca. 60 Min.  
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sprachen: Englisch  

Barrierefreiheit: rollstuhlgerecht, Sitzsackplatz verfügbar, Early Boarding, 
mit Hörverstärkung durch Induktionsschleife 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Unser Tipp: VALENTINE’S KIKI BALL FR 14.02.  

Eine Nacht gehosted von The Schmidt 007, der die Ballroom Culture ehrt 
und Sichtbarkeit für die Community schafft. Registrierung möglich auf 
kampnagel.de. LSS / ROLL CALL 23:00, Afterparty ab 0:30! 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
In ihrer neuen Produktion JUST LOVE stellt das House of Brownies 
Freude und Verbundenheit als widerständige Praxis in den Mittelpunkt. 
Die Künstler*innen verstehen Liebe nicht nur als ein Gefühl, sondern als 
eine relationale Praxis und eine bewusste Entscheidung, sich auf eine 
bestimmte Art und Weise miteinander zu verbinden. In JUST LOVE 
vereinen sie Tanzstile wie Voguing, House und zeitgenössischen Tanz mit 
Musik, Soundscapes und Lyrik und laden das Publikum ein, alternative 
Perspektiven auf die Liebe jenseits einer heteronormativen Norm zu 
erleben. JUST LOVE ist queere Fürsorge und die Sichtbarmachung von 
Freundschaft und Zärtlichkeit. 
  
House of Brownies erforscht die Bedeutung von Liebe, während es sich 
durch überschneidende Identitäten und kulturelle Entfremdung navigiert. 
Jedes Kapitel widmet sich der Selbstliebe, der Liebe zum eigenen Erbe 
und der Liebe zur Gemeinschaft. Wenn Liebe ein Verb wäre – wie würdest 
du sie ausdrücken? 
 
 
»How can we receive love if weve never been taught how to? How will our 
hearts listen?  
I sing in sacred psalms or hymns. It’s the only way I can talk to my heart, 
and the only way it will listen. Weeping may endure for a night, but joy 
comes in the morning. 
You deserve a love in perfect key, that soundtracks joy in your life and 
lets you bask in the morning light.« 
Mandhla Ndubiwa 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
ABOUT THE ARTISTS 

Black Pearl 

Black Pearl de Almeida Lima (b.1994, Brazil) is a multidisciplinary Afro-
Latinx Trans Artist living in Berlin, Germany. She graduated from the 
Staatliche Hochschule für Musik und Darstellende Kunst Mannheim, has 
performed professionally in different Art institutions, renowned 
professionals dance companies in Germany. In 2020 joined Ballroom 
Germany, walking Runway and vogue femme in the Kiki and Major Scene. 
Her research work explores the use of the body as an artistic and political 
platform to subvert the invisibility (physical and symbolic) of trans 
entities through their life stories. Black Pearl aims to deconstruct the 
colonial narrative of all classical forms of movement and, through her 
body experiences, translate potentialities and bring to light aspects 
related to the representation and representativeness of dissident bodies in 
art. 

Emir 

Emir (she/her) is a Mexican contemporary artist and performer based in 
Hamburg, Germany. Her work -rooted in dance, body and movement 
investigation- is driven by a profound need to understand herself and her 
place within the socio-cultural context she inhabits. This need compels 
her to make sense of her experiences, externalize her inner world, and 
bridge the personal with the collective. Through her performances, she 
seeks to create experiences that serve as spaces for reflection, 
identification, and transformation that resonate far beyond the stage." 

Paula Pau 

Paula Pau (she/her) is a Malaysian dancer and performer based in 
Düsseldorf, Germany. In 2020, she completed her dance studies at the 
Folkwang University of the Arts and immediately began working with 
choreographer Ben J. Riepe, performing in multiple productions both 
locally and internationally until 2023. During this time, Paula also 
collaborated with choreographers such as Raymond Liew Jin Pin, Marie-
Lena Kaiser, and others. Alongside, she also pursues her own dance 
research and frequently collaborates with Andras. Their latest 
collaboration, “PANDORA” (WIP), a solo performance, was part of the 
PACT Atelier No.69. 



 

Mandhla 

Mandhla. is a trans-feminine multi-media performance artist born and 
raised in Zimbabwe, Africa. As a current resident in Berlin and an avid 
performer for over five years in Germany she brings a blend of 
experimental R&B and Soul music intertwined with visual projections and 
performative dancing. Her music speaks of the daily trials that Trans*, 
enby and femme* immigrant bodies experience daily with love, identity, 
sex and acceptance. 
A strong lover of visual beauty, fashion, the art of voguing and music, she 
promises to bring to you an experience that takes you to a world of beauty 
and divine epiphanies through fierce queer representation and black 
femme* power that speaks to the souls that have lived and continue to 
live through her work “  

Gifty Lartey  

Gifty Lartey, a Hamburg-based freelance dancer (house, voguing, hip-
hop), choreographer, presenter, curator, and model, is the daughter of a 
Ghanaian immigrant. After graduating from high school, she studied 
street dance in Sweden (2013-2015). She organized Hamburg dance 
battles, performed in theatre productions, and co-founded the “Shero 
Movement” dance collective. A former member of “MIK-Family” and “The 
Gorgeous House of Gucci,” she’s the German God Mother of the Kiki 
House of Angels. Gifty has choreographed and performed for artists like 
Ace Tee and Dornikathepoet, and brands like Nike and Adidas. She 
teaches and curates the “Educate to Recreate” project. Her solo debut, 
“Lemme Talk” (May 2024), explores her Afro-diasporic identity and 
connection to Black dance culture. 

Tash Manzungu 

Tash Manzungu is a multifaceted artist. She completed her acting degree 
at the freie Schauspielschule Lederer in 2016 and has since been cast in 
different stages from classical/modern acting to performance art. She was 
formerly part of the band Port Joanna as their singer and songwriter 
before exploring a solo career. 

Tash‘s artistic pursuits extend beyond her career. She is an active 
member of the collective, House of Brownies, which aims to create space 
and opportunities for BIPOC artists through curative work and artivism . 



In addition , she has also worked with children on anti-racism projects, 
utilizing the power of the arts to educate and foster a more inclusive 
society". 

Pascal Schmidt 

“The Schmidt is a Hamburg-based multimedia artist, choreographer, and 
community outrecher, known for a dynamic blend of dance, photography, 
and film that explores queer identity. Growing up between Germany and 
Jamaica, Schmidt’s cultural experiences shaped their artistry, creating a 
intersactional approach to their art. 
After completing a B.A. at the Mannheim University of Music and 
Performing Arts in 2014, they joined the Bundesjugendballett and 
Hamburg Ballet, performing until 2019. 
As the “mother” of “the House of Brownies,” Schmidt fosters queer 
performance art, diversity, and representation in the arts. Their works 
investigate identity and aesthetics, pushing boundaries of movement and 
gender expression. Supported by the Ferdinand Möller Foundation in 
2021 and granted the “Nachwuchsförderung” grant for 2024/25, they 
were also invited to serve on the jury for inclusive projects by the Behörde 
für Medien und Kultur, furthering their impact on Germany’s art scene.” 

Jared MK 

Jared MK (GER/GHA) is an interdisciplinary artist, performer, composer, 
and producer based in Berlin. As a founding member of Jay Jay, a 
production and supervision initiative, and Bye Bye World, a Berlin-based 
recording studio.  
Recent contributions include a residency at Danse Kapellet with Attitudes 
Festival, composing for Black Pearl’s FEM[IN]ME (2024). Gallerie 
Wedding, contributing to Anton Kats' exhibition "Grounded Outer Space 
People" (2023), as well as performances on the Multitude Soundsystem 
by Nik Novak, Villa Romana in Florence, the Kuyum Arts Festival in 
Berlin, and Brownton Abbey at the South Bank Centre in London.  
Jared's work has been supported by Musicboard Berlin, which awarded 
him grants in 2020 and 2022 for his project p a l e with Nima Aida 
Sene, exploring the intricacies of multicultural identity roots through 
music, reflecting his diverse heritage." 

 

 



David Sinkemat 

David Sinkemat is an Actor and Light and Stage designer from Hamburg. 
Since 2020 he is a part of the collective „AllDas“ at Thalia Theater, 
where he designed the lights for a few productions. In 2023 he started to 
work together with House of Brownies and developed the Light and 
Stagedesign at Kampnagel and HAU Berlin. In 2024 David developed the 
Lightconcept and techplaning for the Legendary House of St Laurents 
“Pump into the Future Ball” at Ruhrtriennale in Jahrhunderthalle 
Bochum. 

Junior Barros 

Junior Barros aka B¥XA PRETTA (They/She) is a producer and performer 
born in São Vicente, Brazil. With a degree in Human Resources, they 
worked for years as a people manager before fully diving into artistic 
production. Their journey includes work in theater festivals, party and 
event production, as well as experience as a children’s entertainer on 
cruise ships. Living in Europe for over seven years, they continue to 
produce and perform in projects that challenge norms and celebrate 
diversity. 

 

  



TEAM & CREDITS 

Created by Pascal Schmidt, Tashafrica, Gifty Lartey, Mandhla 
Paula Pau, Emir, Black Pearl 

Audio, Music Arrangement and Composition Mandhla, Gifty Lartey, 
Tashafrica, Jared MK  

Music Production Jared MK  

Stage & Light Design David Sinkemat 

Lighting Arne Apitzsch 

Audio Juliette Wion 

Stage Manager Uwe Sinkemat 

Production Management Junior Barros 
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