Gifty Lartey

LEMME TALK

HA NI MA WIE / MA MIN KASA

Languages: German, English, Ga, Twi
Accessibility: With audio description in English and a touch tour at 17:00

Our tp:
It's HIP HOP DANCE WEEK!
Wed-29.05 - Sun-02.06.

Workshops, panels, battels, community formats, game nights and parties
await you. Hamburg will be the center of hip hop culture this week. The
grand finale are the international JUST DEBOUT FINALS on Sat-01.06.



»No country, no home, no father. But a broken tongue speaking in tongue
and an unfolding black identity, grief and generational trauma,
which in the end make me dance.«

Gifty Lartey

In her first solo production, dancer Gifty Lartey takes the audience on an
unfinished biographical journey to the roots of her family and her Afro-
diasporic identity. The focus is on the dance styles she practiced, which
she later found to be part of Black Dance Culture. LEMME TALK is about
Afro-German realities, unapologetic blackness and healing artistic

freedom.

Listen to the LEMME TALK Playlist:




BIOGRAPHIES

Alfred »Mandela« Ohene-Kuntoh is a ghanaian actor and dancer. Already
in high school he participated in the Drama Festival as well as in the »Mr
and Mrs Senior-Secondary-Festival« in Accra, Ghana. Since then Mandela
has done cultural dance and acting at various events, such as the »Kida-
Festival« and for a period of 2 years at »Fun World«, Ghana’s biggest
acting, music & dance festival, which took place in the late 90s until the
early 2000s. Together with the »Harisco Drama Group« from the national
theater of Accra he performed for corporate and governmental events. In
the theater production »Lemme Talk« at Kampnagel, he not only performs
internationally for the first time with his sister Gifty Lartey, but also
contributes the historical, cultural and socio-political context as a cultural
advisor. Furthermore he functioned as a writer, translator and
dramaturgical assistant in the piece.

|1G: @mvnd3llv

Anne Schwarzelt is an interdisciplinary artist from Munich. She works
primarily with photography and moving image concepts and their
interaction in space. In addition to photo and video jobs with clients such
as Prada, Ingo Maurer, Reebok and Nike, she also works on freelance
projects, including short films, music videos and exhibition concepts. As
a dancer, she has worked in various formats, both in front of and behind
the camera. For Lemme Talk she works as a set designer, videographer
and creative director.

|G: @yungsharselle

Brooklyn Odunsi is a multidisciplinary artist. She has been dancing and
teaching dance for more than 10 years. She started with ballet and then
continued with urban dance styles. She has worked as a visual light artist
for 7 years with artists like Honey Dijon, Haftbefehl, XATAR, Frankie
Knuckles etc. organizing battles, jams and parties. She has been part of
art/design projects as creative/movement director, stylist or simply as a
key figure connecting artists from different fields. Until 2023 she worked
full-time as an independent PT. In the same year she founded her brand
»6za« and started working as a designer, tailor, etc. Her areas at Lemme
Talk are stage design/costume design and creative direction.

|G: @6rooks



Evelyn Lima Duhn is a German-Brazilian cultural manager and performer
from Hamburg, Germany. In the German ballroom/voguing community,
she has been curating and hosting ballroom events, organizing workshops
and sessions, and creating safer spaces for the LGBTQIA+ community
since 2019. With the goal of building the local ballroom community, she
started »MeowMondayz«, a regular vogue night with Sahra Abbassi. For
Gifty Lartey's dance performance »Lemme Talk«, she works as an artistic
assistant in the administration and artistic process. In addition to
commercial engagements as a performer, she participated in the project
»The Absent Audience: Beyond Boundaries« (9/20 - 9/27/2023) and the
Performance Art Festival of the Queer B-Cademy with Kampnagel
(02/14/2020) during her residency at Kampnagel.

|G: @avalicious_dossantos

Gifty Lartey grew up in Germany as the daughter of a mother who
Immigrated from Ghana. She is a freelance dancer in the styles of
house, voguing and hip-hop, as well as a choreographer, presenter,
curator and model from Hamburg. After graduating from high school,
she completed the »Streetdance Education« at the Asa Folkhdgskola
in Sweden from 2013-2015, specialising in breaking, popping,
locking, hip-hop and house. In addition to participating in the
established street dance festival »Streetstar« in Stockholm, she
organised and hosted various battles in Hamburg in the following
years, including »The Smash Up«, »Fusion Battle« and »Battlefield«.
She also played and danced in theatre productions by Branko Simic,
Samir Akika, Volker Schmidt, Niels »Storm« Robitzky and Constanza
Macras. She was already performing on theatre stages throughout
Germany at the age of 13. She is a co-founder of the female dancers'
collective »Shero Movement« and was the first female member of the
successful Afro-German dance collective »MIK-Family«, She was
also a member of the international ballroom house »The Gorgeous
House of Gucci« and was appointed German God Mother of the Kiki
House of Angels in 2023. Her work includes choreography, stage
performances and music videos for artists such as Ace Tee - »Bist du
Down, Lina, Sahra Conner, Chefboss & Sugarmmfk as well as for
international brands such as 8x4, Nike, Adidas, Reebok, Zalando,
Timberland and Langnese as talent and model. Her goal is to
support, educate and further train the German dance community by
teaching and curating the Hamburg project »Educate to Recreatex.
|G: @giftylartey__



Kameron Locke (he/him) is an interdisciplinary artist who comes from
Chicago. He explores Afro-diasporic and LGBTQ+ experiences in his art
through music, text, and performance. He creates immersive stories,
blending music, spoken word and narrative, and movement. Locke has
performed internationally, such as at the Art Gallery of New South Wales
and the Barbican Centre. His community work includes grassroots
projects such as Classical Inclusion, The Village Music Workshops, and
the Black Reels Project - Filmmaking Workshop and Film Festival. Locke
writes poetry and prose, he is currently developing a grand opera about
the Tuskegee Airmen. He holds an MA in Musicology from Goldsmiths
College and a BM in Classical Voice from Chicago College of Performing
Arts.

|G: @lockeartist

Kenneth Komlan Soussoukpo is a German-Togolese-Nigerian curator,
teacher, DJ, videographer and social media manager. As part of the
POWER.HAUS collective, he curates concepts such as »SAN.KO.FA - The
Fashion Art Experience«, connecting the Afro-German fashion industry
with Afro-German performance artists.

|G: @sir.sou

Monique Smith-McDowell is a British performer and choreographer that
weaves together the creative languages of dance, creative audio
description and music to highlight the perspectives of the marginalized in
relation to sociopolitical issues.

Monique has had the pleasure to collaborate with artist such as Michael
Turinsky, Ursina Tossi, Jerron Herman, Zwoisy Mears-Clarke and Richard
Alston to name a few.

|G: @monsm_2

Romy Mittag completed the »Streetdance Education« at the Asa
Folkhdgskola in Skéldinge (Sweden) from 2016 to 2018. Here she
specialized in the funk style »Locking«. She always has led events such
as lectures, festivals and open training programs to share her knowledge
about different dance styles belonging to the Black Dance Culture and to
strengthen the independent artistic scene in Hamburg. As a founding
member of the Hamburg-based artist collectives »shero movement« and
»Educate to Recreate«, she is particularly active in the field of cultural
education. After completing her Master's degree in »Teaching for Primary
and Secondary Level | (German, Spanish)«, she worked as a linguist at



the Institute for German Studies from 2019 - 2022 and also studied a
Master's degree in »Performance Studies« at the University of Hamburg.
|G: @rarakaru

Sandra Mawuto Dotou is an interdisciplinary communication designer
based in Hamburg. After completing their bachelor's degree in
communication design at the Wirzburg-Schweinfurt University of Applied
Sciences, Mawuto completed their master's degree in integrated design at
the University of the Arts Bremen in 2023. Their design concepts and
participatory formats combine pop culture and political activism with
design. Mawuto is the seventh resident of the Fonds fiir Junges Design at
the Museum flr Kunst und Gewerbe Hamburg, co-host of the Salon Night
»Ladies, Wine & Design - Hamburg« and part of Educate to Recreate.

|G: @smawuto

Soraya Kohsar is a self-taught photographer born and raised in Hamburg,
Germany.

Since the age of 12 she was exploring her surroundings through her
digital camera

that her parents gifted her with, which trained her creativity for visual arts
Immensely

and her sensitivity for people throughout. Movement photography is a
vessel for her curiosity and passion for the human body. Not only to
showcase aesthetics of improvisational dance expression — more so to
highlight raw emotions and the discovery of it. The vulnerable storytelling
and interaction with self and the outside- that comes with dance

|G: @sorawya

Tammy-Rose Chinyere lhedioha is a DJ and a communication design
student specializing in sound design/soundart. They deeply engage with
the world of sound, particularly through crafting and exploring new
auditory experiences, often utilizing electronic circuits or digital
equipment. To them, sound and music is not merely a passion but an all-
consuming fascination that drives them to constantly discover and
innovate within soundscapes and music.

|G: @chinyyyere

Tari Weber is a freelance journalist and moderator in the German media
landscape. Her articles have been published by media brands such as
TUSH, Cosmopolitan, and SWR. The main focus of her work is the



exchange within the African diaspora and the creative scene, with a
particular interest in (pop) cultures, contemporary issues and the little
things of everyday life. In addition to her journalistic work, Tari Weber is
also the co-founder of a pioneering initiative for Black journalists. This
initiative aims to share knowledge, provide resources and offer support to
promote diversity, inclusion and exchange of Black people in the media
industry.

|G: @tari

Uta Engel is a trained stage dancer and business graduate. She is a
creative producer, production manager, conceives artistic programs and
advises artistically and dramaturgically in the independent performing
arts. As an artistic producer, accompanies Gifty Lartey, DIE ANTWORT,
Adam Linder and Jefta van Dinther, among others. Together with a team
of Hamburg artists, she runs the Bottom Up Dance School 2.0 and is
production manager for the pik and Attitudes networks at Kampnagel.
|G: @engel.uta

Joel »Jo-L« Glafke
|G: @jo.l.sui_generiscrew

Niki Awandee
|G: @nikiawandee

Gifty's Parents: Mabel Lartey & Eric Kojo Ohene-Kuntoh



Credits

Artistic Director, Choreography & Performer Gifty Lartey

Dramaturgy Romy Mittag

Dramaturgy & Cultural Consulting Alfred »Mandela« Ohene-Kuntoh
Artistic Assistance Evelyn Lima Duhn

Production Management Uta Engel

Creative Stage Direction & Film Anne Schwarzelt

Creative Stage Direction & Costume Design Brooklyn Odunsi

Sound Composition & Editing Kameron Locke, Tammy-Rose Chinyere
|lhedioha

Light Designer Joshua Paul

Audio Description Monique Smith McDowell

Social Media Kenneth Komlan Soussoukpo

Voice & Cultural Consulting Mabel Lartey, Eric Kojo Ohene-Kuntoh, Joel
»Jo-L« Glafke, Niki Awandee

Photography Soraya Kohsar

Graphic Design Sandra Mawuto Doto

Moderation for the Artist Talk Tari Weber

Voices entrance scene Gifty Lartey, Paa Kwasi Obeng Kodua

Supported by the Hamburg Ministry of Culture and Media and the
Hamburgische Kulturstiftung.

i_i_i_
— Hamburgische

Behérde fur

Hamburg ‘ Kultur und Medien KUlturStiﬂ:Uﬂg



